S6072

the Middle East, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 990

At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. BREAUX) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 990, a bill to amend title 32,
United States Code, to increase the
maximum Federal share of the costs of
State programs under the National
Guard Challenge Program, and for
other purposes.

S. 1000

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM of
South Carolina, the name of the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1000, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to revise the age and serv-
ice requirements for eligibility to re-
ceive retired pay for non-regular serv-
ice; to provide TRICARE eligibility for
members of the Selected Reserve of the
Ready Reserve and their families; to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to allow employers a credit
against income tax with respect to em-
ployees who participate in the military
reserve components and to allow a
comparable credit for participating re-
serve component self-employed individ-
uals, and for other purposes.

S. 1003

At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1003, a bill to clarify the intent of Con-
gress with respect to the continued use
of established commercial outfitter
hunting camps on the Salmon River.

S. 1015

At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1015, a bill to authorize
grants through the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention for mosquito
control programs to prevent mosquito-
borne diseases, and for other purposes.

S. 1019

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1019, a bill to amend titles 10 and
18, United States Code, to protect un-
born victims of violence.

S. RES. 133

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. CoRzINE) and the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 133, a resolution

condemning bigotry and violence
against Arab Americans, Muslim,
Americans, South-Asian Americans,
and Sikh Americans.

AMENDMENT NO. 539
At the request of Mr. FRIST, the

name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BURNS) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 539 proposed to S. 14,
a bill to enhance the energy security of
the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND  JOINT RESOLU-
TIONS—MAY 8, 2003

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. AKAKA,
Mr. BAuUcuUs, Mr. CORZINE, Mr.
DobD, Mr. GRAHAM of Florida,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. REID, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. 1032. A bill to provide for alter-
native transportation in certain feder-
ally owned or managed areas that are
open to the general public; to the Com-

mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.
——
STATEMENT ON THE TRANSIT IN
PARKS ACT

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, | rise
today to introduce legislation similar
to measures | have introduced in pre-
vious Congresses that will help protect
our Nation’s natural resources and im-
prove the visitor experience in our na-
tional parks and other public lands.
The Transit in Parks Act, or “TRIP,”
establishes a new Federal transit grant
initiative to support the development
of alternative transportation services
for our national parks, wildlife refuges,
Federal recreational areas, and other
public lands. | am pleased to be joined
by Senators AKAKA, ALEXANDER, BAU-
cus, CORZINE, DoDD, GRAHAM, KENNEDY,
LAUTENBERG, LEVIN, REID, SCHUMER,
STABENOW, and WYDEN, who are cospon-
sors of this legislation.

I want to underscore again today
some of the principal arguments | have
made in past years as to why this legis-
lation is urgently needed. Memorial
Day weekend, the opening of the sum-
mer travel season, is just weeks away.
Millions of visitors will soon head to
our national parks to enjoy the incred-
ible natural heritage with which our
Nation was endowed. But too many of
them will spend hours looking for
parking, or staring at the bumper of
the car in front of them.

Clearly, the world has changed sig-
nificantly since the national parks
first opened in the second half of the
nineteenth century, when visitors ar-
rived by stagecoach along dirt roads.
At that time, travel through park-
lands, such as Yosemite or Yellow-
stone, was long, difficult, and costly.
Not many people could afford or endure
such a trip. The introduction of the
automobile gave every American great-
er mobility and freedom, which in-
cluded the freedom to travel and see
some of our Nation’s great natural
wonders. Early in this century, land-
scape architects from the National
Park Service and highway engineers
from the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads
collaborated to produce many feats of
road engineering that opened the na-
tional park lands to millions of Ameri-
cans.

Yet greater mobility and easier ac-
cess now threaten the very environ-
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ments that the National Park Service
is mandated to protect. The ongoing
tension between preservation and ac-
cess has always been a challenge for
our national park system. Today,
record numbers of visitors and cars
have resulted in increasing damage to
our parks. The Grand Canyon alone has
almost five million visitors a year. As
many as 6,000 vehicles arrive in a single
summer day. They compete for 2,400
parking spaces. Between 32,000 and
35,000 tour buses go to the park each
year. During the peak summer season,
the entrance route becomes a giant
parking lot.

In 1975, the total number of visitors
to America’s national parks was 190
million. By 2002, that number had risen
to 277 million annual visitors—almost
equal to one visit by every man,
woman, and child in this country. This
dramatic increase in visitation has cre-
ated an overwhelming demand on these
areas, resulting in severe traffic con-
gestion, visitor restrictions, and in
some instances vacationers being shut
out of the parks altogether. The envi-
ronmental damage at the Grand Can-
yon is visible at many other parks: Yo-
semite, which has more than four mil-
lion visitors a year; Yellowstone, which
has more than three million visitors a
year and experiences such severe traf-
fic congestion that access has to be re-
stricted; Zion; Acadia; Bryce; and
many others. We need to solve these
problems now or risk permanent harm
to our Nation’s natural, cultural, and
historical heritage.

Visitor access to the parks is vital
not only to the parks themselves, but
to the economic health of their gate-
way communities. For example, visi-
tors to Yosemite infuse $3 billion a
year into the local economy of the sur-
rounding area. At Yellowstone, tour-
ists spend $725 million annually in ad-
jacent communities. Wildlife-related
tourism generates an estimated $60 bil-
lion a year nationwide. If the parks are
forced to close their gates to visitors
due to congestion, the economic vital-
ity of the surrounding region would be
jeopardized.

The challenge for park management
has always been twofold: to conserve
and protect the nation’s natural, his-
torical, and cultural resources, while
at the same time ensuring visitor ac-
cess and enjoyment of these sensitive
environments. Until now, the principal
transportation systems that the Fed-
eral government has developed to pro-
vide access into our national parks are
roads, primarily for private automobile
access. The TRIP legislation recognizes
that we need to do more than simply
build roads; we must invest in alter-
native transportation solutions before
our national parks are damaged beyond
repair.

In developing solutions to the parks’
transportation needs, this legislation
builds upon the 1997 Memorandum of
Understanding between Secretary of
Transportation Rodney Slater and Sec-
retary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt, in
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